
  

SOUTH ISLAND CENTRAL 
WANDERER 
HOME – CHRISTCHURCH – PUNAKAIKI – FRANZ JOSEF – WANAKA – MT COOK - 
CHRISTCHURCH – HOME  
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8 Day Fully Hosted Tour 

Home Pickups from Manawatu, Horowhenua, Kapiti & Wellington



Meals included. (B) Breakfast             (L) Lunch             (D) Dinner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOUTH ISLAND CENTRAL WANDERER   
15 October to 22 October 2022 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MON 17 Punakaiki – Franz Josef                                 (B D) 
This morning we visit the famous ‘Pancake Rocks’ & Blowholes. 
These sedimentary rocks have been hammered by the sea, and 
wind erosion forming layered rocks giving a look of a large stack of 
pancakes. There is a 30-minute loop walk here for those wishing to 
view these fascinating rocks. From the pancake rocks, we then 
travel up to road to walk the Truman Track – 1.4-kms return via 
same track / 30-minutes return.  The track begins in the beautiful 
sub-tropical rainforest of ferns, nikau palms, rimu, etc. Nearing the 
coast it passes through typical West Coast coastal flax flats before 
emerging onto a coastal headland with stunning views up and 
down the local coastline. A stairway leads down on the north side 
of the headland to a fine gravel beach featuring cliffs, caves, a 
waterfall and amazing rock formations – beach only accessible at 
low tide where you can walk north and further explore the rugged 
coastline and the track down to the beach does occasionally close. 
From here we travel south through the townships of Greymouth 
and Hokitika, the largest urban settlements on the West Coast.     
 
A visit to the West Coast Treetop Walk near Hokitika will give us 
an exhilarating treetop adventure among temperate rainforest 
giants.   With easy access for all to enjoy along a steel platform 20 
metres high and over 450 metres long, we’ll experience life with the 
birds high in the ancient Rimu and Kamahi tree canopy.       
 
In the late afternoon we reach the small, isolated village of Franz 
Josef, nestled on the edge of Westland National Park, part of the 
UNESCO South West New Zealand World Heritage Area.   
Tonight we enjoy dinner in our hotel. 

SAT 15 Home – Christchurch                                          (D) 
Our tour commences today with our flight to Christchurch.  Upon 
arrival in Christchurch, we meet our driver and coach then proceed 
directly on a sightseeing tour of the garden city including the Avon 
River, The Canterbury Earthquake National Memorial, Hagley Park 
and the Botanic Gardens. The remainder of our day at leisure to 
relax or stroll around Christchurch from our centrally located hotel.  
Tonight we will enjoy a welcome dinner together at the hotel. 
 

SUN 16 Christchurch – Punakaiki                             (B D)                                       
Leaving Christchurch this morning, we travel over the alluvial 
Canterbury Plains towards the magnificent Southern Alps.  Making 
a stop in at Castle Hill/Kura Tawhiti we take a gentle uphill stroll 
around the spectacular limestone rock formations, some up to 30 
metres high.  The area holds cultural significance for local Maori, 
who used to grow kumara there. There are also stunning views of 
the surrounding countryside.  
 
Continuing our journey we stop again at Arthurs Pass Village, 
taking a short walk through beautiful native forest to stand at the 
base of the spectacular 131m Devil's Punchbowl Falls (1 hour 
walk, 2km return).  This walk crosses the Bealey River via foot 
bridge and features several good viewpoints of the fall.  Departing 
Arthurs Pass Village, we follow the Taramakau River to the coast, 
and then travel north through Greymouth, the largest urban area 
on the West Coast, to the small settlement of Punakaiki on the edge 
of the Paparoa National Park.  Punakaiki is renowned for its wild, 
rugged coastline and the famous ‘Pancake Rocks’ and blowholes.  
These stratified limestone stacks are an extraordinary monument 
of nature.  We have dinner together tonight at our hotel. 



 

South Island Central Wanderer 
Our South Island Wanderer tour showcases what our beautiful 
country has to offer. Walk at a relaxed pace and take the time to 
rediscover life’s simple pleasures as you walk tracks and trails and 
discover parts of the South Island that many visitors don’t get to 
see.  
 
Starting our journey in Christchurch we cross the Southern Alps to 
the West Coast taking in the breath-taking scenery of Arthurs Pass, 
onto Punakaiki before travelling south to enjoying the UNESCO 
South West New Zealand World Heritage Area of Franz Josef.  
Travelling inland we navigate pathways through beautiful native 
forests, traverse swing bridges to a viewing platform over the Blue 
Pools, all before heading to Wanaka. 
 
You will be out in nature, but that doesn’t mean you’ll be roughing 
it! Our South Island Wanderer tour is the epitome of comfort and 
style. Each day is infused with a blend of laid-back luxury that 
leaves you feeling entirely relaxed and refreshed.  From our 
sightseeing tour of Christchurch, the lakeside village of Wanaka and 
its many cafes and boutique shops, to the Alpine Restaurant of the 
Hermitage you have time to relax and share stories from the trail 
with your fellow guests as you relax after a day in New Zealand’s 
great outdoors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THU 20 Wanaka – Mt Cook                                            (B D) 
This morning we travel over the Lindis Pass which links the 
Mackenzie Basin with Central Otago. We then drive along the 
shores of Lake Pukaki into Mount Cook National Park and Mount 
Cook village where on a fine day the views of Mount Cook are 
sensational.  At the heart of New Zealand’s most spectacular alpine 
region is Mt Cook, at 3743 metres, it is the highest mountain in New 
Zealand. The Mount Cook National Park comprises 70,013 hectares 
of ice, snow, rock, sub-alpine scrub, tussock and riverbeds. We stay 
in the Hermitage Mount Cook tonight and on arrival there will be 
time to purchase lunch (own cost).  

 

This afternoon we walk the spectacular route along the Hooker 
Valley (3 hours,10km walk) with views to Mount Wakefield, 
Footstool and the south face of Mount Cook.  This popular route 
leads towards Mount Cook, crossing two swing bridges and 
continues to the terminal of the Hooker Glacier.   

 

We dine tonight at our hotel in the Alpine Restaurant of the 
Hermitage.  

 
FRI 21 Mt Cook - Christchurch                                   (B D)                                     

We have a leisurely start at the hotel this morning – time for a short 
wander or perhaps just to gaze in wonder at the surrounding 
mountains - before we commence our drive alongside Lake Pukaki 
on our journey to Christchurch.  We stop in at Tekapo to see the 
Church of the Good Shepherd and the statue of the Collie dog on 
the shores of spectacular Lake Tekapo.   We then cross the Southern 
Alps once again over Burke’s Pass then making our way through the 
rural towns of Fairlie, Geraldine, Ashburton and across the 
Canterbury Plains into Christchurch, before our Farewell Dinner 
tonight at our centrally located hotel.  
 
SAT 22 Christchurch – Home                                           (B)                                     

After breakfast today we transfer to Christchurch Airport to check 
in for our flight back home.   

TUE 18 Franz Josef – Wanaka                                      (B D)                                       
Ensure you have your camera ready today for our visit to nearby 
Lake Matheson for a morning stroll and where, when conditions 
are right, the beautiful Mount Cook is mirrored in its still waters. 
This land is the heart of Te Wahipounamu – the place of the 
greenstone – explored by generations of Maori but penetrated by 
Europeans only 150 years ago.    
 

Driving towards the southern end of the West Coast Road, there is 
a strong sense of entering a primeval land, and a feeling of total 
isolation. From Lake Matheson we travel to Haast where you are 
surrounded by a landscape of rainforest, wetlands, sand dunes and 
surf-pounded shingle beaches. This wilderness forms part of the 
South West New Zealand World Heritage Area, so designated 
because South Westland and Fiordland have some of the most 
dramatic forest and mountain scenery and natural resources in the 
world.   We take time in Haast for you to purchase lunch (own cost). 
Our next stop will be at the start of the Blue Pools Walk (1 hour, 
3km walk). Wander through beautiful native forests and over a 
swing bridge to experience the pristine waters of Makarora River's 
Blue Pools. Travel through open flats for spectacular mountain 
views and enjoy the coolness of the beech forest to a swing bridge 
over the Makarora River. Continue on a boardwalk to the second 
swing bridge, which is the viewing platform over the Blue Pools. 
Cross this bridge for great views up the river gorge. After our walk 
we reboard the coach and continue our travels to Wanaka.  
Travelling past Lake Hawea we reach the popular Lake Wanaka, the 
starting point of the mighty Clutha River.  Dinner tonight will be in 
our hotel. 

 
WED 19 Wanaka                                                                     (B)                                       
Today we walk part of the Clutha River Track (1 hour, 3km walk).  
We will commence walking in Albert Town and walk along the 
Clutha as far as Lake Wanaka. The walk along the riverbank offers 
views of the Clutha’s emerald-green water – watch for trout lurking 
in the shadows.  Another option available is to climb Mt Iron (2 
hours, 6.5km walk, steep in places) for fantastic views of the lake 
and surrounding mountains.  
 

You have time this afternoon to explore the lakeside village of 
Wanaka and its many cafes and boutique shops or take a walk 
further around the lakeshore. Dinner tonight is at leisure. 

    

Trip Highlights 
 

• SIGHTSEEING TOUR OF THE GARDEN CITY, 
CHRISTCHURCH 

• CASTLE HILL WALK / KURA TAWHITI 

• DEVIL’S PUNCHBOWL WALKING TRACK, 
ARTHURS PASS 

• VISIT PUNAKAIKI ‘PANCAKE ROCKS’ 

• TRUMAN TRACK, PUNAKAIKI 

• WEST COAST TREETOP WALK 

• WALK AT LAKE MATHESON   

• BLUE POOLS WALK, WANAKA 

• CLUTHA RIVER TRACK  

• MT IRON TRACK (OPTIONAL) 

• HERMITAGE MOUNT COOK 

• HOOKER VALLEY TRACK, MT COOK 

• CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD, TEKAPO 
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SOUTH ISLAND 
CENTRAL WANDERER 
8 Day Tour Includes 
 

Fully hosted by a YOURTours Host 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quality Accommodation & Touring Coach  

Sightseeing and Entrance Fees as indicated 
on itinerary 

Meals include all Breakfast and Dinners 
and some lunches as per itinerary 

Domestic Flights and Home Pick-up** 

Departs 15 October 2022 

Price $4,450 pp twin share 

Price $5,500 pp single 

Terms & Conditions Apply **

 
You are invited to join us on one of our 
fully hosted small group tours, with a 
maximum of 18 guests. 
 
We are based on the beautiful Kapiti Coast with our guests joining 

us from all corners of New Zealand. We believe you will be 

pleasantly surprised by just how much we include in our tour 

price. 

 
You can be reassured that your tour host will always be one of our 

friendly well-experienced YOURTours team members, ensuring 

everything is looked after from start to finish.  

 

 

 

 

 

0800 470 005 

www.yourtours.co.nz 
17a Maclean St. Paraparaumu Beach | 04 297 13925 

tours@yourtours.co.nz 
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