
  

 

 

 

SOUTH ISLAND 

DOWN THE MIDDLE 
INCLUDES MOUNT COOK, WANAKA STATION & DOUBTFUL SOUND 
 
HOME – CHRISTCHURCH – LAKE TEKAPO – MOUNT COOK – CROMWELL –  
GORE – TE ANAU – QUEENSTOWN - HOME  

 

14 March 2022 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 9 Day Fully Hosted Tour 

Home Pickups from Manawatu, Horowhenua, Kapiti & Wellington 



Meals included.                    (B) Breakfast      (L) Lunch      (D) Dinner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    SOUTH ISLAND DOWN THE MIDDLE ITINERARY  
 14 March 2022 – 22 March 2022 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

TUE 15 Lake Tekapo – Mount Cook                             (B D)  
From the shores of Lake Tekapo we travel along the shores of glacial 
Lake Pukaki and into Mount Cook Village in the Mount Cook 
National Park.  At the heart of New Zealand’s most spectacular alpine 
region is Mount Cook, at 3754-metres the highest peak in Australasia.  
The Mount Cook National Park comprises 70,013-hectares of ice, 
snow, rock, sub-alpine scrub, tussock and riverbeds.  Experience the 
wonder of the National Park, which features 15 peaks and 5 major 
glaciers.  Mount Cook is also known by the Maori name, Aoraki.    
 
After checking into the Hermitage Mount Cook, there is time to 
enjoy an scenic flight over Mount Cook National Park (additional 
cost/weather permitting), or perhaps a nature walk – there are many 
walking options available from our hotel, or just relax and take in the 
majestic scenery from this iconic hotel.  
 
We dine together this evening in the Alpine Restaurant.   

MON 14 Home – Christchurch – Lake Tekapo              (D) 
Our tour commences with a morning flight to Christchurch. On 
arrival we are met at the Christchurch Airport and travel south across 
the vast patchwork plains of Canterbury - one of New Zealand's 
primary agricultural regions, over Burkes Pass into the vast 
Mackenzie Basin to the magnificent blue waters of Lake Tekapo.    
 
Now we get ready to embark on a journey 13.8 billion years in the 
making.  A treat for the senses, the Dark Sky Experience brings 
science, Māori heritage and fascinating multi-media installations 
together in a ‘Big Bang’ of awe and inspiration.  Thought-provoking, 
educational and entertaining, this journey is sure to change your 
outlook in the best possible way. A world first – this indoor 
experience is a must on all itineraries when you’re staying in Takapō 
(Tekapo).  Here we check into our accommodation before enjoying 
our Welcome Dinner together.     
 
This evening you may wish to see more,  with New Zealand's ultimate 
mountaintop stargazing experience at the world-renowned 
astronomical centre, UC Mt John Observatory.  Travel to the 
University of Canterbury Observatory at Mount John to enjoy the 
wonders of the southern night sky and experience the thrill of 
peering through powerful telescopes. Weather permitting, you will 
be able to view distant objects such as planets, star-clusters, nebulae 
and distant galaxies.  
 



 

Trip Highlights  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• DARK SKY EXPERIENCE (UNESCO DARK SKY RESERVE) 

• MOUNTAIN TOP STAR GAZING EXPERIENCE AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF CANTERBURY OBSERVATORY AT MOUNT 
JOHN 

• TRAVEL THROUGH MACKENZIE COUNTRY & BURKES PASS 

• MOUNT COOK VILLAGE & NATIONAL PARK 

• STAY AT THE HERMITAGE MOUNT COOK  

• SCENIC FLIGHT OVER MOUNT COOK NATIONAL PARK 
(OPTIONAL EXTRA) 

• JACKSON ORCHARDS GUIDED TOUR 

• VISIT OLD CROMWELL TOWN 

• VISIT #THATWANAKATREE 

• 4WD GUIDED ADVENTURE OF WEST WANAKA STATION 

• VISIT CARDRONA DISTILLERY 

• DINE AT THE STOAKER ROOM BISTRO 

• CROMWELL GORGE & VIEW CLYDE DAM 

• VISIT CROYDON AVIATION HERITAGE CENTRE 

• LAKE MANAPOURI 

• FULL DAY EXCURSION & CRUISE ON DOUBTFUL SOUND  

• MOUNT ASPIRING NATIONAL PARK 

• JOURNEY ON THE SCENIC DART RIVER JET, GLENORCHY 

• SCENIC AERIAL GONDOLA RIDE TO BOB’S PEAK, 
QUEENSTOWN 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

South Island Down the 
Middle 
 
Discover the middle of the South Island on this scenic journey 
through the mainland, with each day bringing something new.   
 
Enjoy picturesque Lake Tekapo with its remarkable turquoise 
coloured lake, to the mountainous drama of the Southern Alps by 
day and with it being part of a UNESCO Dark Sky Reserve, there 
is no better place to see the dazzling night sky, than in this perfect 
stargazing spot. 
 
Those seeking incredible scenery, hidden gems and some of the 
best kept secrets the South Island has to offer, this is the journey 
for you. From the tallest mountain in New Zealand, we travel deep 
south into the heart of Central Otago to Cromwell with rugged 
mountains, the meeting of two rivers and the pristine waters of 
Lake Dunstan – the natural beauty of the area is astounding. 
 
Enjoy a back country 4WD safari as we discover Wanaka Station, 
before sampling the local artisan delights at Cardrona Distillery. 
Our adventure continues with a visit to the famed Croydon 
Aviation Heritage Centre, before we head to majestic and serene 
Doubtful Sound. 
 
No “down the middle” experience would be complete without 
Queenstown, our home for two nights, as we journey deep into 
the heart of the world-renowned Mt Aspiring National Park, 
where myth, heritage and fantasy come to life as we experience a 
unique combination of breath-taking scenery and an exhilarating 
experience by jet boat and then later topped off with the 
magnificent views from Walters Peak.   
 
Experience all this and more on this fabulous South Island tour. 
 

 
  
 

 

WED 16 Mount Cook – Cromwell                                    (B D) 
This morning we have a leisurely start at Mt Cook.   We then retrace 
our journey alongside glacial Lake Pukaki and pass through the small 
towns of Twizel and Omarama before crossing the barren terrain of 
the Lindis Pass which links the Mackenzie Basin with Central 
Otago.  This dramatic alpine area of tall, tussock-covered mountains 
is beautiful in every season and crosses a saddle at an altitude of 971 
metres above sea level. 
 
Pass through Tarras Village where the vast open space includes a 
superb vista which takes in the Dunstan Range to the east and the 
Pisa Range to the west.  To the south is a great view looking down the 
Cromwell Valley, north east to the St Bathan's Range and north west 
to the mountains and Matukituki Valley.  The road follows the mighty 
Clutha River into recently created Lake Dunstan then into Cromwell.  
 
On arrival we visit Jackson Orchards for a fun, informative and 
educational insight into one of Central Otago’s orchards.   During our 
guided tour learn why bees are so vital to growing fruit, why trees 
here grow on ‘V’ shape trellis and more as we make our way through 
the orchard. 
 
Located on the shores of Lake Dunstan, Cromwell has the 
appearance of a modern town, but its history stretches back to the 
gold rush days of the 1800s.  This history is best experienced in 'Old 
Cromwell Town’, a mix of original and reconstructed buildings from 
the old main street of the 1860’s gold town of Cromwell.   We take 
time to have a wander through this heritage area and a walk along 
the lakeshore.  When check-in to the Heritage Collection Lake 
Resort, our home for the next two nights and set on the shores of 
Lake Dunstan, Central Otago.   The boatshed themed accommodation 
is situated just 7 minutes north of Cromwell and has its own 
waterway access to Lake Dunstan.  

THU 17 Cromwell – Wanaka – Cromwell                        (B D) 
This morning we tour the local area through to Wanaka.  On arrival 
we take a short wander along the lakeshore to see 
#ThatWanakaTree – reputably one of the most photographed trees 
in New Zealand!   
 
Then we meet our local guide and take an exciting 4WD adventure 
that encompasses Wanaka’s finest lakeside scenery plus an exciting 
(and sometimes rugged!) 4WD journey through West Wanaka 
Station – a real, alpine mountain farm.  This 2½-hour guided scenic 
safari adventure gives us the rare opportunity to visit a working New 
Zealand high country farm.  We travel by 4WD and get to take in 
some of the most stunning scenery Lake Wanaka has to offer and 
enjoy an easy optional nature walk.  West Wanaka Station is a 
privately owned family farm and with exclusive access, we will 
encounter alpaca, red deer, high country cattle, sheep and horses.  
Here we discover magnificent panoramic views across Lake Wanaka 
to snow-capped mountains and see locations made famous by the 
Lord of the Rings and Hobbit movies and relax with a cup of coffee 
and delicious home baking at their exclusive ‘alpine café’ high in the 
hills.   
 
Mid-afternoon we visit the family owned and operated Cardrona 
Distillery.   The location in the Cardrona Valley was selected for its 
pristine location and the pure source of alpine water for producing 
hand-crafted Single Malt Whisky, Gin, Single Malt Vodka and limited-
edition Liqueurs.  We will discover the secrets to Cardrona’s artisan 
spirits, starting with the water source, malted barley and yeast.  We 
see where the malt is milled, mashed, fermented, distilled and 
matured before tasting the wares with a tutored spirit tasting of 
Cardrona spirits. 
 
This evening we dine together at The Stoaker Room Bistro where 
they showcase delicious regional cuisine steam baked, steam grilled 
or smoked in Stoaker Barrels - rustic converted wine barrels! 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRI 18 Cromwell – Gore                                                   (B D)                                  
Continuing our journey through the middle of the South Island we 
head through the Cromwell Gorge passing the country's largest 
hydroelectric dam, the Clyde Dam at Clyde. The highway continues 
along the Clutha Valley through the town of Alexandra and past Lake 
Roxburgh to the town of Roxburgh. Much of this part of the 
highway's journey is past fruit orchards, and historic gold-diggings 
from the Central Otago Gold Rush. 
 
From Roxburgh, we soon join State Highway 90 Southbound to Gore, 
where on arrival we visit the Croydon Aviation Heritage Centre 
which houses mostly aircraft from the 1920s and 30s, including an 
extensive collection of de Havilland aircraft.  This nationally 
significant museum is dedicated to preserving and celebrating New 
Zealand’s civil aviation heritage – both the stories of pioneer 
aviators and their equally colourful machines.   It is unique in that 
nearly all of the aircraft on display actually fly. 
 

SAT 19 Gore – Doubtful Sound – Te Anau            (B L D) 
This morning we travel across the South Island via Lumsden and 
Mossburn to the small settlement of Manapouri on the shores of one 
of the South Island’s most scenic lakes.  Cross Lake Manapouri by 
launch and meet up with a coach which will transfer you across 
Wilmot Pass for your first glimpse of Doubtful Sound.  We cruise 
this remote and pristine fiord enjoying the stunning scenery, the 
wildlife and the ‘sound of silence’ when the catamaran vessel’s 
engines are turned off.  Wonder at the magnificent surroundings of 
rainforest and towering mountains with cascading waterfalls and 
watch for the resident pod of bottlenose dolphins and the fur seals 
which like to bask on the rocks. A picnic lunch is provided on-board 
the cruise today.  This afternoon we return to Manapouri and 
reboard our coach to Te Anau, for dinner together tonight at our 
hotel. 
 

SUN 20 Te Anau – Queenstown                                      (B D)                                                                                
Departing Te Anau this morning, we travel through the quaint 
settlements of Mossburn, Athol and Garston, then along the shores 
of Lake Wakatipu to Queenstown, checking-in to our lake front 
hotel, with time in the afternoon for rest and relax.   
 
As an option today, you may take a coach tour from Te Anau into 
Milford Sound for a scenic cruise followed by a flight from Milford 
Sound to Queenstown (extra cost). 
 
Tonight we regather and dine together in our accommodation.  

MON 21 Queenstown                                                             (B D)                                  
This morning we take a scenic drive out to Glenorchy for our 
fabulous Dart River scenic jetboat ride on the Dart River, travelling 
out on crystal clear water in a wild and picturesque landscape, amidst 
the towering peaks, glaciers and ancient forests of Mt. Aspiring 
National Park.  This Dart River journey is a “must-do” and our tours 
team all include this in their top five experiences they have ever done 
worldwide. On our journey, apart from the majestic scenery, we also 
learn about the flora and fauna, history, and geology of this World 
Heritage Area from our experienced guide. 
 
We have lunch at a local café in Glenorchy (own cost) before 
returning to Queenstown early afternoon.  On arrival back in 
Queenstown we will make a stop at the base of the Queenstown 
Skyline Gondola and with your ticket included, this allows you to 
experience the gondola at your own pace, with plenty of time to 
enjoy the views of Queenstown, before we all meet back at the hotel 
and stroll to a local lake front restaurant for our Farewell Dinner 
together this evening. 
 

TUE 22 Queenstown – Home                                        (B)                                  
Following our breakfast in our hotel this morning, free time before 
our transfer to Queenstown Airport for our early afternoon 
departure flight home. 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
  

SOUTH ISLAND  
DOWN THE MIDDLE 
9 Day Tour Includes 

Fully hosted by a YOURTravel Tour Host 

Quality Accommodation & Touring Coach 

Includes domestic flights to Christchurch 
and from Queenstown* 

Sightseeing & Entrance Fees as indicated 
on itinerary 

Meals all Breakfast and Dinners and some 
lunches as per itinerary  

Departs 14 March 2022 

Price from $5,480 pp twin share 

Single supplement $995 
 

*T&Cs apply

You are invited to join us on one of 
our fully escorted small group tours, 
with a maximum of 18 guests. 
 
We are based on the beautiful Kapiti Coast with our guests 

joining us from all corners of New Zealand. We believe you will 

be pleasantly surprised by just how much we include in our 

tour price. 

 
You can be reassured that your Tour Host will always be one 

of our friendly well-experienced YOURTours team members, 

ensuring everything is looked after from start to finish. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

 

 

04 297 1392 

www.yourtours.co.nz 
17a Maclean St. Paraparaumu Beach | 0800 470 005  

tours@yourtours.co.nz 
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Find us on Facebook 
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             START/END OF TOUR            OVERNIGHT STAYS 

 

http://www.yourtours.co.nz/

